ACTIVE ACTIVITIES

INFO CARD 2

Algebraic notation (how to read and write chess moves)

Alpebraic redation it uted worldwide (o record toumament games; its ke an intemations] chess language! This is

extremely wseful for players, as they can play through
improvements, as well as being able o send games in

i gaies afterwards (o see where they can make
Lo magaringes, newspapers & websites for publication,

Descripiivie notation is another method of writing games down, but sigetvai it the prefermed method nowadays.
Wiheiher you'ne kpoking at books and playing through games that oocurred 200 years aqo exactly as they happenad,
or looking at games being played live on the intemet, the ability to read and write notation will belp you immensely
with your chess. Also, when using the activity cards, you'll nesd notation to write your answers comectly,

What to do

Pawn moves

All wou nesed B do B wribe e name of the square the
paven moves o] you dont nead o write ‘P before K.
Eg, pawn to 24 can be written simply as a4

Fawn and n o

Just write the square or file the pawn came from, and
the square on which it takes. Eg, cxd4g.

To notate the promotion of 3 pawn, just weile the
name of the square the paeen has reachad and the
Syrribal for the piece you have chosen to promots to.
Eg, b = Q.

Symbols

N = Knight # = Checlkmabe

B = Bishop 0-0 = Castling king=side
R = Rook 0-0-0 = Castling Queenside
Q) = Quesn | = Good Move

K = King = Brilliant Mowve

¥ = Captures T = Bad Mowe

+ = Check 7 = Blunder

Each square on the bagrd has a name. For exam-
pde, the squane on white's right hand commer is
calked "hil” {always use lower case letters for the
names of squares, s put the better before the
narbery, All you need to do is write the symbal for
the piecz and the $quare that it goes to. Eg, Beb
would miean that the bishop moves to of,

Ambiguous moves

If both of yowr rooks can go o the same squars,
Indicate the sousre from which the chasen rook
came. B0, Ra8-d8, or even jusl Rad8.

Practice for reading notation
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This position i from a fameus game bftween Botiesd and
Rufrinctein in 1907, Rubinstein (badk) decided to play the
brifliant move, ok takes lonight on 3, This wiokld be
Felated Sirmply a5 RcIN I he had played the inferior move,
gueen to h3; this would have baen wrigten Qhl?.
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Check ant this grossome battie bebeesn Dr Jockis
2nd Mr Zombie. Graba boand and play rough the
geame. IF you have foliowed the notation connectly
thien yoai will arrive at the position pichured.
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1. e ey 2. dd dF, 3. Nl dued, 4, Nxed b7, 5. B4 Nd7, 6.
Bcd a5y, 7. N3 Ra7?, B. 0-0 Ngle, 9. Qw2 k57T, 10, Ndi&
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